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MESSAGE FROM THE CO-CHAIRS
Each year, the JD/MBA Students’ Association of Osgoode Hall Law
School and the Schulich School of Business hosts a conference to explore
prominent themes and issues at the intersection of law, business, and
public policy. The conference is a learning platform that brings together
over 120 students, lawyers, and business professionals. As such, the
conference provides an excellent opportunity for attendees to network
with future colleagues and expand their knowledge base.
Past conferences have focused on a diverse range of topics, including
privacy and big data, the relationship between the public and private
sectors, and the business and legal issues related to urban development and
public transportation.
The 2017 conference, titled “Starting Up & Scaling Up: Driving Growth
in Canada Through Entrepreneurship and Innovation”, will explore the
way in which business and legal professionals can support innovation and
growth in Canada.
Thank you for joining us at this year’s conference and helping us to make
it a success! If you have any questions about the Conference or the
JD/MBA Program, please do not hesitate to contact us at
jdmba@osgoode.yorku.ca.
Sincerely,
Robert Van de Mark & Alex Despotovic
2017 Conference Co-Chairs
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MESSAGE FROM DEAN SOSSIN
On behalf of Osgoode Hall Law School, it is my pleasure to welcome you to
the 20th Annual JD/MBA Students’ Association Conference: “Starting Up and
Scaling Up: Driving Growth in Canada Through Entrepreneurship and
Innovation.”
Osgoode pioneered the development of the LL.B./MBA., now the JD/MBA, in
1972 and, over the past 45 years, this program has been a source of trailblazing,
inspiration and pride. Today, with the support of the Hennick Centre for
Business and Law, the joint program has never been more vibrant. I commend
the JD/MBA Students’ Association for their choice of topic for this year’s
conference.
The growing role entrepreneurship and innovation are playing in legal and
economic development merit greater attention. The intersection of technology,
law, business, governance, inclusion and acceleration in this year’s theme
underscores the value of interdisciplinary analysis and lateral thinking. This
focus on what law and business have to learn from each other is reflected
throughout the program.
I am confident that this year’s JD/MBA Students’ Association Conference will
be informative, engaging and provocative. Thanks to all of those participating
in this exciting event.
Sincerely,
Lorne Sossin
Dean, Osgoode Hall Law School
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MESSAGE FROM DEAN HORVATH
On behalf of the Schulich School of Business, I wish to welcome all of the delegates,
presenters, sponsors and guests to the 20th annual JD/MBA Conference.
Established in the early 1970s, the joint JD/MBA was the first degree program of its
kind in Canada and one of the first in all of North America. The program, jointly
delivered by two top-ranked professional schools, provides students with a solid
grounding in the fundamentals of business and law. Over the years, it has produced a
large number of highly accomplished graduates who have distinguished themselves in
a wide range of fields.
The annual JD/MBA Conference has a longstanding tradition of presenting current
and highly relevant themes. This year is no exception. The theme of the 2017
Conference, “Starting Up and Scaling Up: Driving Growth in Canada Through
Entrepreneurship and Innovation”, addresses the need for Canadian start-ups to
become the engines of Canada's economic growth in the years ahead and this
country’s future global champions.
Congratulations to the members of the JD/MBA Conference executive team for all of
their work in organizing this year’s event.
I am confident you will find this year's conference to be an engaging and rewarding
experience, and I encourage you to take full advantage of the many learning and
networking opportunities it will offer.
Sincerely yours,

Dezsö J. Horváth, PhD, CM
Dean & Tanna H. Schulich Chair in Strategic Management
Schulich School of Business
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SCHEDULE
9:00 – 10:00

REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST

10:00 – 10:20

OPENING REMARKS
Lisa Rowsell
Head of Canada Financial & Risk, Thomson Reuters

&
Lorne Sossin
Dean, Osgoode Hall Law School

10:20 – 11:20

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Julia Deans
Chief Executive Officer, Futurpreneur

11:30 – 12:20

CONCURRENT PANELS I
With a choice of either:
The Glass Ceiling: Women in Entrepreneurship and
Venture Capital Positions
OR
Venture Capital, Emerging Technology Start-ups and the
Regulatory Environment

12:30 – 1:15

LUNCH
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SCHEDULE (CONT’D)
1:20 – 1:35

PRESENTATION OF THE HENNICK MEDAL
Presented to:
Michael Andrisani
Associate, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

1:35 – 1:50

ALUMNI GUEST SPEAKER
Jeff Ruby
Founder & CEO, Newtopia

2:00 – 2:50

CONCURRENT PANELS II
With a choice of either:
Sustainability & Impact Investing
OR
Universities, Clusters & Incubators

3:00 – 3:50

PANEL III
Law & Finance: A Technological Revolution?

4:00 – 4:15

CLOSING REMARKS
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CONCURRENT PANELS I
The Glass Ceiling: Women in Entrepreneurship and Venture Capital
This panel will bring in successful female entrepreneurs and professionals working in
venture capital to discuss what can be done to encourage young women to enter those
industries.
Featuring:
• Laurie Duke, Partner, Torys LLP
• Huda Idrees, Founder & CEO, NewCo
• Kayla Kozan, Director of Marketing, Ideal
• Rena Wang, Analyst, Surepath Capital Partners
Moderator:
• Poonam Puri, Professor, Osgoode Hall Law School

Venture Capital, Emerging Technology Start-ups and the Regulatory
Environment
This panel will bring in professionals who will discuss some of the regulatory burdens
companies face as they attempt to raise capital, innovate, and grow.
Featuring:
• Chad Bayne, Partner, Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
• Leila Rafi, Partner, McMillan LLP
• Michael Partridge, Partner, Goodmans LLP
• Brian Zubert, Director, Thomson Reuters Labs (Waterloo region), Thomson
Reuters
Moderator:
• Peter Macdonald, Co-Director of MBA/JD Program, Schulich School of
Business
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CONCURRENT PANELS II
Sustainability & Impact Investing
This panel will address how Canada can become a leading innovator in the fields of
green and sustainable energy, how sustainable and impact investors have faired over
the past few years, and discuss some of the trends in these increasingly important
industries.
Featuring:
• Lars Boggild, Manager, Client Services, Purpose Capital
• Duncan Farthing-Nichol, Senior Associate, Research & Policy, MaRS Centre
for Impact Investing
• Angela Flaemrich, Manager of ESG Research, Sustainalytics
• Brad Wright, Vice-President Canada, Covanta Environmental Solutions
Moderator:
• Ed Waitzer, Co-Director of JD/MBA Program, Osgoode Hall Law School

Universities, Clusters & Incubators
This panel will address how each of these formal structures supported innovation in
Canada, and how can we as business and legal professionals can support these
institutions.
Featuring:
• Atul Asthana, Entrepreneur
• Nilay Goyal, Entrepreneurship Manager, LaunchYU
• Cleo Ellis, Marketing and Events Coordinator, Innovation York
Moderator:
• Sofia Johan, Instructor of Finance, Schulich School of Business
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PANEL III
Law and Finance: A Technological Revolution?
This panel will address how Canada is positioned to be at the forefront of
innovation in these rapidly changing industries, and the changes in these fields
are impacting overall entrepreneurship and growth in Canada.
Featuring:
• Fernando Garcia, General Counsel, Nissan Canada
• Claire Gowdy, Associate, McCarthy Tétrault LLP
• Kathleen Killin, Legal Research & Marketing, ROSS Intelligence
• Mitchell Kowalski, Advisor on Innovation in Legal Services
• Marko Trivun, Associate, Torys LLP
Moderator:
• Lois Tullo, Instructor of Financial Services, Schulich School of Business
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Julia Deans
Chief Executive Officer, Futurpreneur
Julia Deans believes that no matter which career path a young
person takes, what helps them succeed is being able to spot and
pursue opportunities for innovation and improvement. If they
can leverage this ability in launching new businesses, creating
jobs for themselves and others, young entrepreneurs will help
create the economic and social prosperity Canada wants.
Julia joined Futurpreneur Canada as Chief Executive Officer in
January 2013 with a track record of success in the corporate,
entrepreneurial, non-profit and public service sectors. She
started her career as a lawyer, practicing law with Torys LLP in
Toronto and Hong Kong, before taking the leap into entrepreneurship, where she
successfully created and ran a business in Singapore.
From 2005 to 2012, she was CEO of CivicAction – a coalition of thousands of senior leaders
tackling major social, economic and environmental challenges through large-scale summits
and collaborative projects. In 2012, she chaired Ontario’s Expert Roundtable on
Immigration, helping develop the province’s first-ever immigration strategy.
Julia is Co-Chair of the International Women’s Forum (Toronto), a trustee of the Canada
Post Community Foundation, an advisor to Artscape, a former board member of Luminato
and the Living City Foundation, and a past advisor to many organizations including the
Mowat Centre for Policy Innovation and the Hague Process on Refugees and Migration. She
has been awarded University of Toronto’s Arbor Award, recognized as a Woman of
Influence 2012 Canadian Diversity Champion and is a Women’s Executive Network’s
(WXN) 2014 Canada’s Most Powerful Women: Top 100 Award Winner.
Julia is a graduate of Queen’s University (political studies), Columbia University (public
administration), Osgoode Hall Law School, and Harvard Business School Executive
Education.
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OPENING SPEAKER
Lisa Rowsell
Head of Canada Financial &
Risk, Thomson Reuters

Lisa is an accomplished senior
international business leader
with over 21 years of deep
experience in all aspects of
Sales, Sales Management and
General Management in financial media, technology, and financial
services. As Managing Director, F&R Canada for Thomson Reuters, she
is responsible for customer relationship management, sales, revenue
performance, service, support, and most importantly, customer
satisfaction. Prior to assuming the Managing Director, F&R Canada role,
she led a global sales and account management team responsible for the
Canadian banks globally, successfully driving the strategy for revenue
growth and customer loyalty. Lisa has been with Thomson Reuters and
its predecessor organizations for 16 years, with progressively senior roles in
Global Sales and Account Management and recipient for a number of
Circle of Excellence awards. Earlier in her career, she held positions both
within Wealth Management and Investment Banking. Lisa holds a
Bachelor of Commerce degree (Economics and Finance).
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ALUMNI GUEST SPEAKER
Jeff Ruby
Founder & CEO, Newtopia Inc.
JD/MBA Class of 2000

We are incredibly excited to welcome a
distinguished alumnus of the joint JD/MBA
program as a special guest speaker. Jeff Ruby
is a health innovator with an extensive
entrepreneurial track record in preventive
health. Newtopia is a precision health company for disease prevention.
Prior to founding Newtopia, Jeff was Co-Founder and Chief Operating
Officer of Cleveland Clinic Canada, a collaboration between the
Cleveland Clinic Foundation and Canyon Ranch, and Canada’s leading
destination for preventive health and lifestyle management. Before that, he
served as Co-Founder and Chief Operating Officer of Life Screening
Centers, a cancer screening and prevention company. Prior to Life
Screening, Jeff was a Co-Founder and Head of Operations of Genetic
Diagnostics Inc., an early stage biotechnology company commercializing a
new genetic diagnostic testing platform. Jeff has a joint Juris Doctorate
and Masters of Business Administration (JD/MBA) from Osgoode Hall
and the Schulich School of Business in Toronto and a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Western University. Jeff is a global thought leader and expert
on integrative, hyper-personalized, and highly engaging strategies to
deliver proven, scalable and sustainable behavior change.
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HENNICK MEDAL RECIPIENT
Michael Andrisani
Associate, Cravath, Swaine & Moore
JD/MBA Class of 2016

Michael Andrisani completed his JD/MBA at
Osgoode Hall Law School and the Schulich
School of Business in 2016, where he was the
recipient of the Hennick Medal for Academic
Excellence, the Osgoode Hall Law School
Gold Medal, and the Schulich School of
Business Gold Medal. Michael also holds a
BBA (Hons) with Distinction from Schulich.
As a student in the JD/MBA program, Michael was Co-President of the
JD/MBA Students’ Association, Co-President of the Osgoode Business
Law Society, Student Coordinator for the Osgoode Venture Capital
Clinical Project, and a Dean’s Fellow for Contracts and Torts Law.
Michael is currently an Associate at Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP in
New York City.
The Hennick Medal for Academic Excellence is awarded to the JD/MBA
student with the highest cumulative GPA over the course of the program.
Peter Macdonald, Co-Director of the JD/MBA Program, will present the
award.
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PANELISTS
Atul Asthana
Entrepreneur
Universities, Clusters & Incubators
Atul Asthana has been a value creator for over 30 years, starting out as an intrapreneur
within large public companies and recently as an entrepreneur, investor and mentor in the
Ontario start-up ecosystem. His last corporate position was VP, Global Standards, helping
build RIM’s standards-relevant patent portfolio. Atul is interested in transformational
technologies and businesses that have the capacity to radically alter existing ecosystems,
structures and ways of doing business. He is a volunteer advisor at several organizations
including MaRS, and has helped several start-ups commercialize academic research, with a
focus on strengthening the company for external investment.

Chad Bayne
Partner, Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
Venture Capital, Emerging Technology Start-ups and the Regulatory Environment
Chad practices corporate and securities law with a focus on mergers and acquisitions,
corporate finance and corporate/commercial matters in the technology sector. He advises
clients in connection with a variety of transactions including acquisitions and divestitures,
venture capital and private equity financings, joint ventures, strategic alliances and initial
public offerings. As a founder and Co-Chair of Osler’s Emerging Companies Practice
Group, he also advises various emerging companies operating in the information technology,
biotechnology, cleantech and industrial technology sectors as well as the venture capital
funds and investors that finance them. He graduated from the University of Ottawa and was
recognized as one of Canada’s Leading Lawyers Under 40 by Lexpert Rising Stars in 2012.
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Lars Boggild
Manager, Client Services, Purpose Capital
Sustainability & Impact Investing
Lars is a Manager of Client Services with Purpose Capital in Toronto, where he leads
engagements with asset owners and institutions looking to mobilize their resources for
greater impact. His work includes developing impact investment theses with clients to guide
overall impact investment strategies, conducting market and product research, and
supporting the creation of tools and procedures to support impact investing programs. He
currently sits on the National Policy Council for the Canadian Community Economic
Development Network and the Steering Committee for CatalystsX, a youth social
entrepreneur support network. Lars holds a Graduate Diploma in Social Innovation from
the University of Waterloo and a BA from Dalhousie University, where he was awarded the
University Medal in Environment, Sustainability, and Society.

Laurie Duke
Partner, Torys LLP
The Glass Ceiling: Women in Entrepreneurship and Venture Capital Positions
Laurie Duke's practice focuses on corporate law, with an emphasis on private equity and
mergers and acquisitions. She has experience advising a wide variety of private equity firms
and pension plans in domestic and international investment (direct and co-investments),
mergers and acquisitions, and divestiture transactions, and has advised clients regarding both
public and private company targets in various industries. Laurie also has experience advising
clients engaged in cross-border tender offers, shareholder arrangements, joint ventures,
bankruptcy-related asset sales and corporate reorganizations. She has also advised clients on a
broad range of corporate, securities, governance and Canadian pension fund regulatory
matters. She graduated from Osgoode Hall Law School in 2004 and was recognized as a
Leading Lawyer Under 40 by Lexpert Rising Stars in 2015.

Cleo Ellis
Marketing and Events Coordinator, Innovation York
Universities, Clusters & Incubators
Known for her fearless personality from a young age, Cleo emanates confidence and
communicates it clearly — through her signature afro, her bold lipstick collection and her
way with words. In 2015, Cleo founded her own company, Cleo Ellis Communications
where she works as a Brand Strategist. She specializes in helping influencers, businesses and
people to develop and refine their digital and social media brand. Some of her clients include
Jarod Joseph, star in the CW's Emmy nominated show The 100 and The AlphaBabe Blog
by Zuri Hall. In 2016, Cleo co-founded and launched LUXELIFE SOUND a boutique
booking agency that specializes in placing female DJ talent at corporate, beauty, fashion, and
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private event bookings in Toronto. She also manages Ryerson's Startup School program,
founded by Dr. Sean Wise - Startup expert and venture capitalist. The program focuses on
providing fundamental education that is quick, practical and curated to accelerate a startup's
growth. Cleo holds a B.A. in Sociology from MacEwan University, a B.A. in Criminology
from Simon Fraser University and a Masters of Professional Communication from Ryerson
University.

Duncan Farthing-Nichol
Senior Associate, Research & Policy, MaRS Centre for Impact Investing
Sustainability & Impact Investing
Duncan joined MaRS in 2015 to advise on federal and provincial policy in impact investing.
He suggests solutions to regulatory barriers, develops ideas to spur market growth and
evaluates social programs through a social impact bond lens. Before MaRS, he spent a year in
criminal and civil cases as a clerk at the Court of Appeal for Ontario. In past positions,
Duncan has advocated for more effective foreign aid at Engineers Without Borders Canada,
analyzed labour markets at the Alberta Federation of Labour and connected people with low
incomes to legal help at Access Pro Bono in Vancouver. Duncan graduated with a BA from
the University of Manitoba and a JD cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Angela Flaemrich
Manager of ESG Research, Sustainalytics
Sustainability & Impact Investing
Angela is the industry lead for the financials sector, providing expertise on banks and
diversified financial companies. She assesses companies in terms of sustainability and ESG
(environmental, social, and governance) factors, contributes to research reports (including
thematic reports), and is active in connecting with both industry and clients. She supports
Advisory Services in helping clients integrate ESG considerations into the execution of their
investment strategies. She also manages and mentors a team of researchers. Angela has over
seven years of work experience in capital markets as an equity research analyst specializing in
several sectors, including oil and gas, mining, renewable energy, healthcare and industrial
products. She has extensive experience with financial analysis and valuation, writing
investment reports and providing investment recommendations to institutional and high net
worth clients. She has a Master of Business Administration from INSEAD and a Bachelor of
Science degree in Science and Business from the University of Waterloo.
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Fernando Garcia
General Counsel, Nissan Canada
Law & Finance: A Technological Revolution?
Fernando Garcia is the General Counsel for Nissan Canada, Inc. Fernando’s duties include
providing strategic and legal advice on Canada-wide dealer operations, labour relations and
employment law, government affairs and all general legal matters. He recently authored an
article that focused on revolutionizing new developments in legal technology in the
Canadian Lawyer. He holds an MIR from the University of Toronto, and LLB/BCL from
McGill and recently completed an MBA at Wilfrid Laurier University.

Claire Gowdy
Associate, McCarthy Tétrault LLP
Law & Finance: A Technological Revolution?
Claire Gowdy is an associate in McCarthy’s Business Law Group in Toronto. She maintains
a general corporate law practice and advises clients in a wide range of industries, including
mining, technology, financial services, and energy. She recently completed a six-month
secondment to a major Canadian financial institution. While on secondment, she acted
exclusively as in-house counsel to one of the bank’s fintech investments, providing advice on
all aspects of payments innovation, including outsourcing arrangements, consumer
protection and anti-money laundering requirements, as well as other general commercial and
regulatory matters. She received her LL.B. and B.C.L. in 2013 from McGill University’s
Faculty of Law and her A.B. in psychology from Princeton University in 2007.

Nilay Goyal
Entrepreneurship Manager, LaunchYU
Universities, Clusters & Incubators
Nilay is the Entrepreneurship Manager at York University and manages York University’s
Entrepreneurship program: LaunchYU. Previously, Nilay was the Founding Associate
Director of the Creative Destruction Lab accelerator at University of Toronto, he founded
the semiconductor verification product division at e-Infochips Inc. and led its acquisition by
Cadence Design Systems, and led the Canadian operations for SkyQuest Technology Group,
a global IP-based accelerator, research & investment bank. He has also worked as a
management consultant in various industries including technology, healthcare and fashion
and luxury goods. He has worked with various startups while helping them with their long
term strategy, fund raising, and scaling operations.

19

Huda Idrees
Founder & CEO at NewCo
The Glass Ceiling: Women in Entrepreneurship and Venture Capital Positions
Huda is an engineer, a designer, and a storyteller with a passion for startups. Before starting
her own company, she jump-started the design team at Wattpad, led the invoicing and
accounting products at Wave Apps, and built Wealthsimple.

Kathleen Killin
Legal Research & Marketing, ROSS Intelligence
Law & Finance: A Technological Revolution?
Internationally educated and trained in the art, technology and legal worlds, Kathleen Killin
is currently the Coordinator of Marketing and Communications at ROSS Intelligence,
an artificial intelligence company and leader in the legal technology field. She also is
completing her second LL.M at Osgoode Hall Law School, specializing in International
Business where she is focusing her major research on legal innovation. Kathleen holds
degrees from the University of Toronto (B.A. Hons.), University of Manchester/Sotheby’s
Institute of Art (M.A. Art Business), University of London (LL.B Hons.), University of
Cambridge (visiting scholar), and Osgoode Hall Law School (LL.M, Canadian Common
Law). Prior to law, Kathleen had a foot in the art world where she managed the sale of the
Charles Bronfman Corporate Collection and was a member of the Canadian Art
Department at Waddingtons in Toronto. In her spare time, Kathleen serves as an
ambassador for the International Center for Research on Women in Washington, DC and
on the International Committee of Art Law Collective.

Mitchell Kowalski
Advisor on Innovation in Legal Services
Law & Finance: A Technological Revolution?
Mitchell Kowalski is the Gowling WLG Visiting Professor in Legal Innovation at the
University of Calgary Law School, the Legal Innovation Columnist at The National Post,
and Principal Consultant at Cross Pollen Advisory where he advises in-house legal
departments and law firms on the redesign of legal service delivery. He is also the author of
the critically-acclaimed book,Avoiding Extinction: Reimagining Legal Services for the 21st
Century. His new book, The Great Legal Reformation: Notes from the Field will be published
in June 2017. Follow him on Twitter @mekowalski or visit his website www.kowalski.ca.
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Kayla Kozan
Director of Marketing, Ideal
The Glass Ceiling: Women in Entrepreneurship and Venture Capital Positions
Kayla Kozan is the Director of Marketing at Ideal. Kayla keeps a close eye on the startup
world, covering the latest in AI for recruiting, predictive analytics, and workplace diversity.
Her work has been featured on HubSpot, TechVibes, Verge Magazine, City Slicker, and
more. Outside of Ideal’s doors Kayla is a big fan of live comedy and spontaneous road trips.

Michael Partridge
Partner, Goodmans LLP
Venture Capital, Emerging Technology Start-ups and the Regulatory Environment
Michael Partridge is a partner at Goodmans. His practice focuses on corporate finance,
mergers and acquisitions, private equity transactions, venture capital financings and securities
law. He advises boards of directors and activist shareholders on corporate governance
matters and proxy contests. Michael is recognized as a leading lawyer in the areas of mergers
and acquisitions, corporate finance and securities and private equity by The Canadian Legal
Lexpert Directory, by the Lexpert Special Edition on Leading Canadian Lawyers in Global
Mining, and for mergers and acquisitions and natural resources law by The Best Lawyers in
Canada. Michael joined Goodmans as an associate in 1998. From 2000 to 2002, Michael
was an associate at a Silicon Valley based law firm where his practice focused on the
representation of emerging growth companies, publicly traded technology companies and
venture capital funds in M&A transactions, venture capital financings and general corporate
and securities law matters. He returned to Goodmans in 2003 and became a partner in
2005. Michael is the co-head of one of Goodmans’ business law groups.

Leila Rafi
Partner, McMillan LLP
Venture Capital, Emerging Technology Start-ups and the Regulatory Environment
Leila Rafi is a partner in McMillan’s Business Law Group in Toronto. She advises on a broad
range of corporate and securities law matters, including director and officer indemnification
and corporate governance. Ms. Rafi acts frequently for Canadian public corporations with
respect to financings and continuous disclosure obligations. Also, Ms. Rafi frequently acts for
investment managers and dealers in the establishment of investment products and public
financing transactions in connection therewith. For a number of years, Ms. Rafi acted as an
adjunct professor for the advanced business law course offered by the University of Windsor
law school and the securities law course offered by the University of Western Ontario law
school. She is also the course leader on an annual basis for a course offered by Federated
Press for legal professionals. Ms. Rafi received her BA in Political Science from the
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University of British Columbia in 2001 with first class standing and her LLB from the
University of Western Ontario in 2005.

Marko Trivun
Associate, Torys LLP
Law & Finance: A Technological Revolution?
Marko Trivun’s practice focuses on corporate law. He has recently published insights
regarding cybersecurity as it relates to securities regulation. He has also been a member of the
board of directors for the Institute of Competitiveness & Prosperity, an independent, notfor-profit organization that deepens public understanding of macro and microeconomic
factors behind Ontario’s economic progress. He graduated in 2011 from Osgoode Hall Law
School and was called to the Ontario bar in 2012.

Rena Wang
Analyst, Surepath Capital Partners
The Glass Ceiling: Women in Entrepreneurship and Venture Capital Positions
After graduating from the Richard Ivey School of Business, Rena worked in management
consulting at a boutique firm specializing in strategy development for technology and
telecom companies. Working for clients across North America and the Middle East, she built
a repertoire of experience with large technology companies in operations and strategy
development. After a skiing accident rendered her disabled and saved her from a life in
consulting, she founded PIQ Pass to help people discover new hobbies and things to do in
the city. Rena has firsthand experience with the challenges entrepreneurs face with
fundraising and building their business.

Brad Wright
Vice-President Canada, Covanta Environmental Solutions
Sustainability & Impact Investing
Brad has 25 years of experience working in healthcare waste management, waste to energy,
and waste and recycling economics. He was founding partner of Product Management
Canada Inc., a reverse logistics and secure disposal company that was an industry-leading
supplier of hazardous waste management services in Canada. He has since founded his own
environmental consulting firm and acted as Vice-President of Canada and Healthcare
Solutions for Covanta Environmental Solutions. Brad is a board member of the Health
Products Stewardship Association and a member of a number of organizations, including the
Ontario Waste Management Association, the Municipal Waste Association, and the Global
Product Stewardship Council.
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Brian Zubert
Director, Thomson Reuters Labs (Waterloo region), Thomson Reuters
Venture Capital, Emerging Technology Start-ups and the Regulatory Environment
Brian is heading up a team of data scientists at Thomson Reuters Labs – Waterloo Region,
focusing on internal innovation through big data and external innovation through
collaboration with startups and academia. Prior to joining Thomson Reuters, he worked as
an Executive in Residence at Communitech, where he supported over 100 startups helping
them scale all aspects of their business. In his previous role as Director of Developer
Relations at BlackBerry, Brian led a global team of 30+ developers through rapid expansion
and managed direct technical relationships with over 600 major brands.
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MODERATORS
Sofia Johan
Instructor of Finance, Schulich School of Business
Universities, Clusters, and Incubators
Sofia Johan, LL.B (Liverpool), LL.M. in International Economic Law (Warwick), Ph.D. in
Law (Tilburg), is the Extramural Research Fellow at the Tilburg Law and Economics Centre
(TILEC) in The Netherlands and also with the Schulich School of Business, York
University. Her research is primarily focused on law and finance, sovereign wealth funds,
market surveillance, and alternative investments including but not limited to hedge funds,
venture capital, private equity, real estate investment trusts and IPOs. She has co-authored
the books titled Venture Capital and Private Equity Contracting and Hedge Fund Structure,
Regulation and Performance Around the World. These books are used in MBA and
undergraduate courses on Private Equity and Venture Capital and Alternative Investments
taught at both Schulich and other institutions.. Prior to her Ph.D., she was legal counsel for
a derivatives clearing house and the head legal counsel at the largest government owned
venture capital fund in Malaysia. She has also consulted for a variety of governmental and
private organizations in Canada, Australasia and Europe.

Peter Macdonald
Co-Director of MBA/JD Program, Schulich School of Business
Venture Capital, Emerging Technology Start-ups and the Regulatory Environment
Peter Macdonald is a lawyer, mediator and Co-Director of the Joint JD/MBA Program at
the Schulich School of Business, York University. Peter graduated from Osgoode Hall Law
School in 1985 and was called to the Bar of Ontario in 1987. From 1987 to 1994, Peter
practiced corporate/commercial and securities law with two downtown Toronto law firms
and a large multinational corporation in Montreal. Over the past fifteen years, Peter has been
engaged as an independent commercial mediator in a broad range of corporate, banking,
personal injury, employment and insurance-related disputes.
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In addition to his mediation practice, Peter teaches various business law courses to BBA,
MBA and Joint JD/MBA students at the Schulich School of Business, where he has received
numerous teaching excellence awards. Peter has also been extensively involved in designing
and delivering intensive negotiation and mediation training programs for judges, lawyers,
public sector agencies and other business professionals throughout Ontario.

Poonam Puri
Professor, Osgoode Hall Law School
The Glass Ceiling: Women in Entrepreneurship and Venture Capital Positions
Professor Poonam Puri is one of Canada’s most respected scholars and commentators on
issues of corporate governance, corporate law, securities law and financial regulation.
She is Professor of Law at Osgoode Hall Law School. She was Associate Dean, Research,
Graduate Studies and Institutional Relations from July 2011 to September 2013 then took
on the role of Associate Dean until July 2014. She was also Co-Director of the Hennick
Centre for Business and Law, a joint initiative of Osgoode Hall Law School and the Schulich
School of Business at York University, from July 2008 to June 2013. Former Head of
Research and Policy at the Capital Markets Institute, Rotman School of Business, University
of Toronto, she is Director of the Business Law LLM at Osgoode Professional Development.
Appointed to Osgoode’s faculty in 1997, and a recipient of its Teaching Excellence Award in
1999 and 2009, Professor Puri is a prolific scholar who has co-authored/edited three books
and written numerous articles, book chapters and reports. She has a Bachelor of Laws
(LLB) degree from the University of Toronto and a Master of Laws (LLM) degree from
Harvard Law School.

Lois Tullo
Instructor of Financial Services, Schulich School of Business
Law & Finance: A Technological Revolution?
Lois Tullo is in her 20th year of teaching Financial Services and Risk Management at the
executive, MBA and undergraduate level. She was the keynote speaker at the Risk Canada
Conference this summer, and teaches in the Professional Risk Certificate Program.
Previously she was CFO at CIBC Finance Inc a non-wholly own subsidiary of CIBC,
responsible for Finance, Accounting, HR, and interim Risk Management. CIBC FI had a
portfolio of $6 billion student and car loans. Previously she was Director of Process redesign
at Unitel, Management Consultant at Nolan, Norton Canada a Business Strategy and
Technology Architecture firm, Accountant for Food for the Hungry Ethiopia, Data Analyst
TCPL, Chartered Accountant E&Y, and PWC. She is currently an Executive in Residence at
the Global Risk Institute.
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Ed Waitzer
Co-Director of JD/MBA Program, Osgoode Hall Law School
Sustainability & Impact Investing
Edward J. Waitzer has been the inaugural Jarislowsky Dimma Mooney Chair in Corporate
Governance, a joint appointment between Osgoode Hall Law School and the Schulich
School of Business at York University, since 2007. Previously, he was the Falconbridge
Professor of Commercial Law (2005/6) and served as an Adjunct Professor at Osgoode. He is
the Director for the Hennick Centre for Business and Law and teaches a range of courses
including Business Associations, Corporate Governance, Investor Protection, Mergers &
Acquisitions and an “Art of the Deal” seminar.
Mr. Waitzer was Chair of Stikeman Elliott LLP from 1999 to 2006 and is a senior partner
whose practice focuses on complex business transactions, public policy and governance
matters. He has previously served as Chair of the Ontario Securities Commission (and of the
Technical Committee of the International Organization of Securities Commissions) and as
Vice-President of the Toronto Stock Exchange. He has written and spoken extensively on a
variety of legal and public policy issues and has served as director of a number of
corporations, foundations, community organizations, editorial boards and advisory groups.
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THE JD/MBA PROGRAM
Osgoode Hall Law School and the Schulich School of Business at York
University offered Canada’s first LLB/ MBA in 1972. With Osgoode’s
transition to the Juris Doctor (JD) designation, the JD/MBA degree was
offered as a four-year program of study. In the summer of 2009, a three-year
study option was added, allowing students to begin the MBA program in the
summer term and condense years 1 and 2 of the four-year program to sixteen
months of continuous study.
Graduates from these highly challenging programs follow career paths in which
business and law overlap. Students typically specialize in a business law
combination such as: corporate/commercial law or administration; business
management; corporate tax; economic regulation; finance; international
business; labour law/labour relations; public administration; environmental law
and real property development.
Joint program students have access to all of the resources of both schools,
including financial aid, career services and a wide array of student
organizations. In addition, the JD/MBA Students’ Association plans several
activities each year for its members, including: law firm and corporate tours
exclusive to joint students; an annual law and business conference with leading
practitioners; a mentorship program; and many extra social and networking
activities.
For additional information, contact the Schulich Graduate Admissions Office
at 416-736-5060, or Osgoode’s Office of Student Services at 416-736-5042.
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THE HENNICK CENTRE
The Jay and Barbara Hennick Centre for Business and Law at York University
explores issues at the intersection of business, law, and public policy. A joint
initiative of Osgoode Hall Law School and the Schulich School of Business, the
centre is the first in Canada to promote and develop joint business and law
scholarship and education. By creating new linkages among the business, law,
and public policy communities, the Hennick Centre is helping students,
professionals, and business leaders to be more effective in today’s global
economy.
The Hennick Centre creates opportunities for current and former students to
engage with joint legal and business education, including promoting the growth
and differentiation of the JD/MBA program. It also supports initiatives and
programs that make an impact on policy and drive innovations in practice. The
Hennick Centre delivers the competencies professionals need to analyze
business and legal problems in a holistic way.
The Hennick Centre is funded by a generous donation from Jay and Barbara
Hennick, supplemented by other project-specific fundraising initiatives.
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ABOUT THE DEANS
Lorne Sossin
Dean, Osgoode Hall Law School
Lorne Sossin became Dean of Osgoode Hall Law School in 2010. Prior to this appointment, he was a
Professor with the Faculty of Law at the University of Toronto (2002-2010). He is a former Associate
Dean of the University of Toronto (2004-2007) and served as the inaugural Director of the Centre for the
Legal Profession (2008-2010). Previously (1997-2002), he was a faculty member at Osgoode Hall Law
School, and the Department of Political Science, at York University. His teaching interests span
administrative and constitutional law, the regulation of professions, civil litigation, public policy and the
judicial process. Dean Sossin was a law clerk to former Chief Justice Antonio Lamer of the Supreme Court
of Canada, a former Associate in Law at Columbia Law School and a former litigation lawyer with the rm
of Borden & Elliot (now Borden Ladner Gervais LLP).

Dezsö J. Horváth
Dean, Schulich School of Business
Dezsö J. Horváth is Dean and Tanna H. Schulich Chair in Strategic Management at the Schulich
School of Business, York University, where he has been a member of the faculty since 1977. Dr. Horváth
holds an electrical engineering degree, a Master’s degree in Business Administration, and Licentiate and
PhD degrees in Management from Sweden. Following an early career in research and development with
ASEA (now ABB), he was appointed to increasingly senior academic positions before joining York.
On becoming Dean in 1988, Dr. Horváth worked with internal and external stakeholders to position
Schulich as “Canada’s Global Business SchoolTM”. The School’s many strategic partnerships around the
world include academic exchange agreements with more than 80 business schools in close to 40 countries.
Schulich also operates satellite centres in Beijing and Shanghai, China; Mumbai, India; Seoul, South
Korea; Mexico City, Mexico; and São Paulo, Brazil. In 2010 Schulich became the rst leading international
business school from outside India to deliver an MBA degree in that country.
In addition to his role as Dean, Dr. Horváth is a director of a number of companies and organizations and
serves on the advisory board of various business schools around the world. He was named 2004 Dean of
the Year by the Academy of International Business (AIB), the world’s leading association of scholars in the
eld of international business, in recognition of his “outstanding leadership in various aspects of
internationalization, including programs, research and curriculum development, and outreach.” In 2008
he was made a Member of the Order of Canada, the country’s highest civilian honour, for his academic
leadership and sustained commitment to business education.
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CONFERENCE SPONSORS
The JD/MBA Students’ Association would like to thank the following sponsors for their support:

PLATINUM:

BRONZE:
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SPECIAL THANKS
Thank you to all the sponsors, speakers, and volunteers who helped make the 2017 Business &
Law Conference a success!
Osgoode & Schulich Faculty & Staff
Dezsö J. Horváth (Dean, Schulich School of Business)
Lana Kharlip (Hennick Centre for Business and Law)
Peter Macdonald (JD/MBA Program Co-Director)
Cathy Malisani (Office of the Dean, Osgoode)
Yvonne Massop (Office of the Dean, Schulich)
Lorne Sossin (Dean, Osgoode Hall Law School)
Ed Waitzer (JD/MBA Program Co-Director)
Sponsor Liaisons
Sabrina Azeez (Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP)
Temaj Basha (Thomson Reuters)
Radica Bissoon (Gowling WLG LLP)
Melis Dimitriou (McMillan LLP)
Shelly Gonzalez (Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP)
Shannon Leo (Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP)
Darlene Lowe (Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP)
Liisa Lynch-McCarthy (Blakes, Cassels & Graydon LLP)
Frances Mahil (Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP)
Michelle Li (Torys LLP)
Nia Silgardo (Thomson Reuters)
Susan Semple (Miller Thomson LLP)
Ashwin Venugopalan (Thomson Reuters)
Erin Wilson (McCarthy Tétrault LLP)
Gail Wong (McCarthy Tétrault LLP)
Natalie Zinman (Gowling WLG LLP)
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